
Sharon Kay Castelo
MAR  1, 1944 - DEC  24, 2024

Scan to Visit



Table of Contents

Obituary Page 3

Tribute Wall Page 5

PAGE 2 OF 6



S haron Kay Castelo, 80, most recently of Elko, Nevada passed away on

December 24, 2024.
Born March 1, 1944, in Mineral Wells, Texas to Vernice (Pinky) and Grace Stark.

Sharon graduated from Las Cruces High. While she did not formally attend college,

she was a life long learner. She started working for the federal government in the
early 1960’s in the typing pool and worked for the Department of Defense in one

capacity or another until her retirement in 1998, retiring as a Security Specialist.
Sharon met her husband Carlos Castelo in high school and they had two children.

Carlos entered the military and together they were stationed all over the world

including Japan and Germany, two of the most influential and memorable
assignments.

Sharon had a lifelong love of horses which began with her grandfather who owned
race horses and took Sharon to the track often. Sharon remained a horse race

enthusiast to the end. She did not let her overseas assignments hinder her passion,

while in Germany she taught western riding and eventually opened a riding stable
offering lessons and trail rides to military personnel and local Germans. Through

this enterprise she met Alan Jacob who was starting a western style rodeo in
Germany. In 1976 she managed Rodeo USA for the summer along with her two

children. Upon returning to the United States, she moved back to her home town,
Las Cruces, New Mexico and started to show paint horses with her children. When

she retired, she moved to Roswell, New Mexico and ran a Paint and Quarter Horse

business with her son.
Sharon moved to Elko, Nevada in 2015 to spend time with her daughter. She lived at

the Highland estates where she had many friends and enjoyed living independently
until shortly before her death.

She is survived by her two children; Paul Castelo and Jill Castelo Lutjens (Silvey). A
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daughter-in-law Kristi Castelo, a son-in-law Bill Lutjens and a grandson Joel Castelo.

She was preceded in death by her parents Pinky and Grace Stark.
No services are planned at this time.
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VF Vicki Messer Ferguson posted:

Sharon was my Best Friend when we were stationed at White Sands Missle Range in NM. She and

Trixi were regulars at the horse barns where we spent lots of time talking horses and events. She

was the ultimate story teller and loved to share her life events. Her one great love beside good horse

flesh was Joel, her grandson. He was the light in her eye and she continually told stories about his

escapades. She loved life and she loved people. To share her knowledge of horses was the greatest

gift she gave me! We sat in our big red barn at WSMR and talked for hours about horse health and

shows and bloodlines. I don't think there wasn't anything about horses she didn't know. I miss her

presence and love as my Best Friend! See you one day my Friend!

January 6 at 9:00 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Sharon by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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